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Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 

and to be generous and willing to share.

1 Timothy 6:18

A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Proverbs 11:25

Straight from Timothy and Proverbs…how do you respond to these two biblical quotes?  Do you believe in them?
Yes, it’s Stewardship Appeal time again.  With the Grace Church Annual Meeting set for Sunday, November 8th, I have to ask that most important question:  Will you make a written financial pledge to the mission and ministry of Grace Church, and will you increase your pledge from last year for 2010?  
During any year, we experience a few people moving from Grace Church for new cities and new places to worship and grow in Christ.  We also welcome new parishioners joining us and growing our faith community.  It is always hoped that the former is less than the latter, but it does cause the traditional fluctuation in income within any one year and from year to year.  The good news is that for our current 2009 fiscal year, we received 141 committed pledges for a total of $357,262, and as of July 1st, over half has already been paid, or $191,258.

As I’ve written before on this subject, it is important to view stewardship as a regular part of your life in Christ—both how you spend your time, and how you spend your resources.  Using the spiritual gifts God has given you is giving yourself back to God.  Pledging financial support to his ministry is a promise to give resources back to God that is in reality already his, and doing it from the top—not from whatever is left at the bottom! 
Although few people offer up the traditional “tithe” of 10% of their income, it is a worthy goal to which to aspire.  For those of you on the low end, I challenge you to consider giving a minimum of 4%.  If you are a two income family, consider tithing the lowest income, or better yet, the highest!  Just start somewhere and vow to increase the percentage each succeeding year.  Those in the middle, increase it by 1% of your income.  Those in the upper end, keep it coming!
The Ministry and Stewardship brochure enclosed brochure gives you more to think about and includes a tear-off commitment card for you to complete and return to the office or via the offering plate.  We ask that you respond as soon as possible, but no later than October 18.
In His Grace,
Kenn JeSchonek

Stewardship Chair

P.S.  The Finance Committee has an ongoing policy of making our parish's finances transparent, and we welcome any questions you may have.  Please call me:  848-1273.
