Grace Episcopal Church

Regular Vestry Meeting

Monday, February 21, 2011

Members present: Heidi Barnhill, Bruce Croushore, Mary Ann Germanson, Terry Gibson, Kenn Jeschonek, Jason Loch, Paul Lorenz, Linda Newman, Ginny Shannon, Steve Webster

Members absent: Michael Leland

Officers present: Nelson Flynn (Treasurer), Carolyn Hackler (Clerk)

Also present: Sparky Watts

1) Steve Webster called the meeting to order at 7:03.  Father Jonathan led the Vestry in reflection and prayer.  A motion was made to elect Carolyn Hackler Clerk of the Vestry, motion was seconded, motion carried.  A motion was made to accept the agenda, motion was seconded, motion carried.  A motion was made to accept the January Vestry minutes, motion was seconded, motion carried.      

2) Nelson Flynn presented the Treasurer’s report.  Nelson noted that 124 pledges have been made so far, totaling $323, 000+.  Kenn reiterated that and stated that we are only $12,000 short on pledged monies.  A motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s report as read, motion was seconded, motion carried.  A motion was made to adopt the 2011 budget as presented, motion was seconded, motion carried.

3) Sparky Watts asked the Vestry to support MPowering Madison, whose goal is to reduce carbon dioxide consumption.  Grace would be the first faith-based entity to do so.  A motion was made to have Sparky find out if Grace is already in compliance and if so, sign us up.  The motion was seconded, motion carried.  Sparky will write a piece for Grace Notes.  Kenn asked Sparky to find out if there is a corporate fee.

4) Discussion of the Vestry standing rules was tabled until a more current copy can be    presented.  Heidi will arrange that.

5) Jason reported on his involvement in Youth Fellowship of Madison, a UW student organization for which he created a constitution.  A motion was made that Jason serve as Vestry liaison with the group, the motion was seconded, motion carried.

6) Jason created a draft for the Vestry mission statement: Grace Episcopal Church is a dynamic church where the glories of Anglican tradition engage with 21st century life.  As part of our call to follow Christ, we provide spiritual nourishment through worship and temporal nourishment through a commitment to social justice.  We are committed to following Christ at all times, not just for an hour on Sunday. 

7) Father Jonathan discussed his decision to open the church for protesters to pray and relax during the budget/union demonstrations on the Square.  Father assured us that he and Russ are doing frequent walk-throughs to ensure that the church is secure.  He explained the Madison Urban Ministry request for an interdenominational prayer vigil on the steps of Grace, centering on the questions of justice relative to the Gospels, and what religious traditions say about justice.

8)      a) Terry Gibson discussed his search for a Christian Formation Director, and stated that he has notified Edgewood and Craig’s List of our need.  Linda Newman said she would contact Madison Urban Ministries as well. 

         b) Relative to the Communications committee, Steve has initiated discussion between Jody and Greg. 

         c) Linda discussed Safe Harbor in her Outreach report and explained that they asked her if Grace would be willing to allow strings of blue ribbons to hang from our trees in the garden and on the street side.  Safe Harbor has dedicated April to raising awareness of violence against children.  A motion was made to allow the strings of ribbon; motion was seconded and carried.

         d) Buildings and Grounds member Paul Lorenz noted that meetings of that committee are currently held on an as-needed basis.  Steve noted that the chairs of all standing committees would be meeting the following Sunday and he would ask them to set regular meeting schedules.

         e) It was noted that Mary Ann Germanson is now the head of the Nominating committee.

9) Father Jonathan stated, per an inquiry by Steve, that the bylaws of the Pantry are not           completed yet, but should be by the next Vestry meeting.    

10) Bruce Croushore provided his thoughts on Grace Presents, the first meeting of which is this month.  A more formal procedure would be established for scheduling the church for concerts, and Grace would have involvement in determining concert fees.

11) Father Jonathan expressed his gratitude to Tom Stone for establishing a more comprehensive, up-to-date IT system for Grace Church.

12) A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:20; the motion was seconded and carried.

                    Respectfully submitted, 

                    Carolyn Hackler

                    Clerk of the Vestry

